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 LOUD NOISES MAKE FOR FRIGHTENED DOGS  

   As a lot of dog owners know, the 4th of July fireworks, and the loud noise caused by rolling thunder and 

cracks of lightning during our summer months, are both things not appreciated by our pets.  In fact, we 

come to dread fireworks and thunderstorms almost as much as our dogs because we know how 

frightened our 4-legged pals can become during these events.  Here are a few hints which may help you 

to calm your dog (Courtesy of Purina.com):  

¶ If there are windows in the room, close the blinds or curtains, or cover the windows so the dog canôt 

see outside.  

¶ Provide a safe indoor area, like a crate. A plastic crate is preferable, but if you have a wire crate, you 

can cover it with a sheet to create the feeling of a haven. Leave the door open so the dog does not feel 

trapped. 

¶ Play calming music to drown out the thunder claps.   

¶ Stay with the dog.  

¶ Try to distract your dog with treats and familiar games.   

¶ Use calming massage to reassure the dog. 

¶ Tight jackets such as the Thundershirt  provide a sensation of pressure, which can alleviate petsô 

anxiety. (Swaddling a baby operates on the same principle.) You can also make a DIY version by 

buying a small T-shirt and putting the dogôs front legs through the armholes of the shirt. The shirt 

should fit snugly around your dogôs torso.  

¶ On a personal note, I adopted a 3-yr-old pit bull about a month ago.  Fearing that he might be afraid 

of loud noises, I have been playing fireworks noises loudly on my computer.  The first time went as 

expected with my dog running to me with saucer -shaped eyes and trembling ï but as each day  went 

on, he became accustomed to the loud noise.  Itôs definitely worth a try.   

 
Your veterinarian is the best person to talk to when it comes to helping your dog cope with storms. 

He or she will be best equipped to pinpoint exactly which stimulus is troubling your pet.  

Make sure your pets have current ID tags on their collars, just in case they should escape from your 

property during the noise.    

http://www.deltacountyhumanesociety.org/
http://www.petfinder.com/
http://www.thundershirt.com/


Itès been a long road for this little girl . . . . a sad beginning,  

Ŷ  7Å ×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÉËÅ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÍÅÅÔ Ȱ3ÁÌÌÙȢȱ  )Î ÔÈÉÓ 
photo, taken January 26, our foster mom, Carol 

(Crawford DCHS), already had Sally in her care for a 

week.  !ÎÄ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÔȟ ÓÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÉÎ $ÒȢ 6ÉÎÃÅÎÔȭÓ ÃÁÒÅ 

for two weeks after a kind UPS driver picked her up 

from the road near Somerset.  Poor Sally had been 

starved, her rectum was protruding, and who knows 

what else.  Doc Vincent did two operations within 

3 days to correct the issues on her rectum and 

intestines.  

  

   #ÁÒÏÌȭÓ ÊÏÂ ×ÁÓ ÔÏ ÆÁÔÔÅÎ 3ÁÌÌÙ ÕÐ ÁÎÄ ÇÅÔ ÈÅÒ ÈÅÁÌÔÈÙ ÁÇÁÉÎȢ  !Ó ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÓÅÅ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÁÂÏÖÅ ÐÈÏÔÏȟ 

3ÁÌÌÙȭÓ ÒÉÂÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÐÉÎÁÌ ÃÏÌÕÍÎ ÁÒÅ ÖÅÒÙ ÖÉÓÉÂÌÅ ɀ this poor little gal was lucky to be alive.  It was slow 

going at first because Sally was only allowed a limited amount of food due to her intestinal issues ɀ it 

×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÄÏ ÈÅÒ ÁÎÙ ÇÏÏÄ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÈÕÇÅ ÖÏÌÕÍÅÓ ÏÆ ÄÏÇ ÆÏÏÄ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÉÎÔÅÓÔÉÎÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÁÄ ÊÕÓÔ 

been repaired.   But Carol was patient and within two weeks, Sally had gained 4 lbs. and by Feb. 15, 

she was up to 26.9 lbs., which was a 10-ÌÂȢ ×ÅÉÇÈÔ ÇÁÉÎ ÓÉÎÃÅ ÓÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÂÒÏÕÇÈÔ ÔÏ $ÒȢ 6ÉÎÃÅÎÔȭÓ ÏÆÆÉÃÅȢ  

This little gal is a Hound/Black Cur mix, and at 7 months old, she only weighed 16.9 lbs ɀ we continue 

to wonder how she managed to survive by herself.   

 Now for the good news ɀ by March 6, Sally was 

up to 36 lbs. and cleared for adoption ɀ and by the 

end of March, she weighed in at 42 lbs. !!  She was 

ÅÁÔÉÎÇ ÎÏÒÍÁÌÌÙȟ ÐÌÁÙÉÎÇ ȰÆÅÔÃÈȟȱ ÁÎÄ ÁÃÔÉÎÇ like a 

real dog again. Ÿ 

But a happy ending !!   

 !ÎÄ ÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÍÏÒÅ ÇÏÏÄ ÎÅ×Ó ɀ a very nice lady 

ÆÅÌÌ ÉÎ ÌÏÖÅ ×ÉÔÈ 3ÁÌÌÙȭÓ ÐÈÏÔÏÓȾÖÉÄÅÏ ÁÎÄ ×ÁÎÔÅÄ ÔÏ 

come and meet her.  Melissa, who lives in Fruita, 

already had adopted a 12-yr-old pit bull named 

Gary who suffered from anxiety problems.  At their 

first meeting, the two dogs hit it off and Melissa 

adored Sally ɀ there was no question that Melissa 

would be taking her home that day.  This turned 

out to be a wonderful adoption of a happy & 

healthy dog ɀ when it could have been much 

worse had it not been for the kindness of that UPS 

driver, the talents of an experienced vet, and the 

loving care of our foster parent, Carol.  We wish 

Melissa, Sally & Gary the very best and hope to 

hear about their future adventures together.  Ÿ 

  

 

 

 



More adoptions we are proud to announce . . . .  

ҥ    !ÐÒÉÌ ΰ ×ÁÓ Á ÌÕÃËÙ ÄÁÙ ÆÏÒ Ȱ'ÏÍÅÒȟȱ (on right)  

when Kevin and Denise found him up for adoption 

through DCHS on Petfinder.  Of course, upon 

meeting him, they immediately knew that Gomer 

would fit nicely in their family, but their present 

dog, Trixie, also had to approve.  Once Gomer 

accepted the fact that Trixie was the boss, they 

became instant friends.  He now has a wonderful 

home in Gunnison where he can show off his 

ȰÍÏÕÓÅ-ÃÁÔÃÈÉÎÇȱ ÁÂÉÌÉÔÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÙ ÌÅÁÒÎ ÔÈÅ 

sport of paddleboarding with his new owners.  

4ÈÁÔȭÓ Á ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅ ×ÅȭÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ɀ thank you both!  

 

Ŷ   )Æ ÙÏÕ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÓÅÅÉÎÇ Ȱ4ÁÎËȱ in our previous 

ÎÅ×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒȟ ÙÏÕȭÄ ÂÅ ÒÉÇÈÔȢ  5ÎÆÏÒÔÕÎÁÔÅÌÙȟ 4ÁÎË 

proved to be too much for his first adopter ɀ as 

ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÓÅÅ ÈÅȭÓ Á ÂÉÇ ÂÏÙ ÁÔ α ÍÏÎÔÈÓ ÏÌÄȢ  

Pictured here are Kathy, who adopted Tank on 

April  10, and her daughter, Sarah. Kathy said she 

needed Tank because she was suffering from 

ȰÅÍÐÔÙ ÎÅÓÔ ÓÙÎÄÒÏÍÅȟȱ ÂÕÔ ×Å ÁÌÓÏ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ ÓÈÅ 

fell in love with the big galoot.  Kathy is a runner 

(exercise for Tank) and he will be enrolled in an 

ÏÂÅÄÉÅÎÃÅ ÃÌÁÓÓ ɉÔÏ ÌÅÁÒÎ ÈÉÓ ÍÁÎÎÅÒÓɊȢ  7ÅȭÒÅ ÓÕÒÅ 

that Tank now has his forever home with Kathy at 

her home in Clifton. Thank you, Kathy!    

  

Ŷ   Ryan and Cierra, of Grand Junction, had officially 

ÁÄÏÐÔÅÄ Ȱ,ÕÌÕȱ Á ×ÅÅË ÂÅÆÏÒÅȟ ÂÕÔ ÈÁÄ ÔÏ ÐÁÔÉÅÎÔÌÙ 

wait until April 13 to take her home.  Between their 

work schedules and waiting for Lulu to recover from 

her spay operation, it was 7 more days until the three 

of them became a family.  As it turned out, Friday the 

13th turned out to be the luckiest day for Lulu ɀ no 

more scrounging for food as a stray, now she has a 

forever and loving home, and Ryan is a photographer, 

so he promised us lots of photos.  Great adoption!    

 

 

                         August 26, 2018 is National Dog Day    

 

 

 

 



. . . . and even more adoptions to share with you . . .  

   Roy and Ila, of Paonia, are return 

adopters to DCHS and we are delighted 

that they decided to adopt another dog.  

/Î !ÐÒÉÌ άέȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÄÏÐÔÅÄ Ȱ#ÒÉÃËÅÔȱ 

(Chihuahua-Schnauzer mix) on the left.  

Their current dog, Rissa (on right), lost 

her long-time companion of 10 years, and 

they decided that she needed a new 

friend.  Thank you both for returning to 

DCHS to find that fur -ever friend for 

your family!   Ÿ 

 

    Ȱ8ÅÎÁȱ ÉÓ Á +ÅÌÐÉÅ ÍÉØ ×ÈÏ ÌÏÖÅÓ 

women.  Although Crystal is married, she 

also has FIVE teenage daughters, so we 

figured that Xena would be right at home 

with all those females.  In addition, they 

recently adopted a Labrador Retriever 

named Lucy that will be a playmate for 

Xena.  Now she has a great home in 

Grand Junction that will give her all the 

love and attention she can handle ɀ how 

great is that!  Ÿ 

Surprise, surprise ɀ with all those females, Xena, nka 

Ȱ:ÅÎÁȱ ÊÕÓÔ ÌÏÖÅÓ ÈÅÒ $ÁÄȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÐÈÏÔÏ ×ÁÓ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ 

on May 3.  We hear Zena also gets bed privileges in 

her new home ɀ spoiled just a little? Ÿ 

 

$Ï ÔÈÅÓÅ Ô×Ï ÌÏÏË ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÅÙȭÒÅ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ 

fun?  When Wesley, of Aspen, met 

Ȱ/ÌÌÉÅȱ ÏÎ -ÁÙ γȟ ÔÈÅ Ô×Ï ÏÆ ÔÈÅÍ ÓÐÅÎÔ Á 

lot of time rolling on the floor together.  

Not only was that a good start to this 

adoption, but Wesley says that Ollie will 

ride with him when  he works, and plans 

are in the making for hiking, boating, 

swimming, and camping this summer.  

What an awesome life for Ollie!   Ÿ 

. . . also, see new photos on Pupdate page 

Learn a lesson from your dog ã No matter what life brings you, kick some grass 
over that shit and move on. 

 

 

 

 



Heartworm 101 (reprinted from Pet Basics/Bayer) 

Youõve probably heard of heartworms, but did you know that heartworms really are worms that 

live in your dogõs heart? Thatõs right, dogs with heartworm disease can have worms up to a foot 

long living in their lungs and heart.  

 

 
Photo courtesy of Dr. Joe Hostetler 

 

Youõre probably not surprised that this can cause some serious, life-threatening health 
problems. Fortunately, there are ways to prevent heartworms in dogs. The first ste p is 

understanding how infection happens.  

How do dogs get heartworms?  

When a mosquito bites and feeds on a heartworm -positive dog, it inadvertently ingests baby 
heartworms, called microfilariae , circulating in the bloodstream. Once the babies are in the 

mosquito, they grow and develop into larvae. When that mosquito bites another dog, it can 

pass on these infective larvae. Once a dog is infected, these tiny larvae grow and develop into 
adult heartworms that live in your dog's lungs and heart, leading to s evere consequences and 

even death if not treated.  

Signs of heartworm disease  

Even though adult heartworms can cause some big problems, your dog might not show 

symptoms or illness right away. Eventually you may notice these symptoms of heartworm 
disease in your dog: fatigue, loss of body condition, a persistent cough and difficulty breathing. 

As time passes, cardiopulmonary disease, heart failure and kidney disease are possible.  

Testing and treatment  

To help avoid illness, the American Heartworm Society (AHS ) recommends that all dogs are 
treated with heartworm prevention and that puppies are started on prevention as early as 

possible  and no later than 8 weeks of age. The AHS also recommends all dogs and puppies, 

even those currently on heartworm prevention, a re tested for infection once a year.  
Your veterinarian will test a blood sample for the presence of heartworms. Heartworm disease 

is a serious and progressive illness, and the earlier itõs detected and treated, the better chance 

dogs have of surviving and limiting permanent damage to their lungs and heart. If your dog 
tests positive, treatment is expensive and can come with risk. However, treatment will be 

necessary to save your dogõs life. 

What's the key? Prevention  

Prevention is the best medicine. Thankfu lly, there are safe and effective ways to prevent 

heartworm disease. Ask your veterinarian how to get a prescription for your dog.   



. . . and more adoptions ã as you can see, the past 3 months were very busy . . .  

   Denise and Tod, of Collbran, Colo., love their dogs 

ÁÎÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÎÏ× ÁÄÄÅÄ Ȱ0ÅÎÎÙȱ ɉÌÅÆÔȟ ÌÏ×ÅÒɊ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÉÒ 

family.  They love the Boxer/Pit Bull mix and 

adopted Penny on May 19.  She will now have a 

wonderful home with two acres to play on with her 

new friends  - Milo (on right) and Peaches (on sofa 

w/Denise).  What a great home!  Ÿ 

 

 

 

 

Ŷ   !ÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÑÕÉÃËÉÅ ÁÄÏÐÔÉÏÎȦ  3ÕÚÉÅ ɉÎËÁ Ȱ8ÅÎÁȱɊ ×ÁÓ 

placed online for adoption on June 10 around 11:30am 

ɀ ten minutes later (yup, 10 minutes!) our foster mom, 

Carol, received a phone call from Irene in Silt, Colo. 

saying that she wanted Xena.  Irene loves the hound 

breed and she needed Xena in her life.  Now this sweet 

dog has a loving owner, and a new pal (Lil Mama ɀ 

upper left of photo) to play with at her new home.  

       Although Xena looks a bit stand-offish in the first 

ÐÈÏÔÏȟ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÓÅÅ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÌÏ×ÅÒ ÐÈÏÔÏ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ 

take her any time at all to get comfortable with Irene ɀ 

both are napping together on the afternoon of her 

adoption ɀ just shows you what a little love can do!   

 

    Cliff, Linda & Otis (dog on left) came to check out  

Ȱ%ÍÍÁ ,ÏÕȱ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅÙ ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÌÉÖÅ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ 

her.  They asked her foster mom, Carol, to keep her 

another day while they bought a few things (bowls, 

two new beds, treats, collar, leash, etc.) ɀ apparently 

Emma got the royal welcome at her new home.  We 

hear that she and Otis have become best friends, 

and from the looks of the lower inset photo Emma 

has decided that her new parents are the best thing 

in her life.  Thank you Cliff & Linda!  Ÿ

 

 

 

 

 



    

 

 

 

  *ÏÁÎȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÒÅÔÕÒÎ to 

adopting kittens turned 

ÏÕÔ ÔÏ ÂÅ Á ȰÔ×Ï-ÆÅÒȢȱ  

Ȱ'ÅÏÒÇÅȱ Ǫ Ȱ2Ï×ÄÙȱ ×ÅÒÅ 

both adopted by Terry, of 

Durango, on May 22.  They 

will have another big sister 

cat, 8 yrs. old, to play with 

ÁÔ 4ÅÒÒÙȭÓ ÈÏÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÏ× 

them the ropes.  Thank 

you, Terry!   

Ŷ   Jessica and her husband, of Norwood, adopted 

Ȱ2ÙÌÅÅȱ ÏÎ -ÁÙ άέȢ  )Ô ×ÁÓ ÌÏÖÅ ÁÔ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÓÉÇÈÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 

part of the new adopters and Rylee ɀ she went right 

to them to play and asked to be picked up.  You 

ÃÁÎȭÔ ÁÓË ÆÏÒ Á ÍÏÒÅ ÐÅÒÆÅÃÔ ÍÁÔÃÈ ɀ Rylee will have 

a wonderful home!   

 

 

 

   Kimberly came to pick up her kitten on June 2 and 

took her home with her to Aspen, Colo.  ,ÉÔÔÌÅ Ȱ4ÕÌÉÐȱ 

and Kimberly bonded immediately, and our foster 

mom, Joan, tells us that she will be one spoiled kitty. 

Thank you, Kimberly, for making the long dri ve to 

adopt such a special girl!  Ÿ  

 

 

Ŷ   DCHS is fortunate to have another foster mom who likes to 

care for kittens.  Chris, at our Paonia foster home, recently 

ÁÄÏÐÔÅÄ ÏÕÔ Ȱ3ÏÃËÓȱ ÔÏ 3ÁÍÁÎÔÈÁ ÏÆ -ÏÎÔÒÏÓÅȟ #ÏÌÏȢ   She will 

ÈÁÖÅ Ô×Ï ÏÔÈÅÒ ÃÁÔÓ ÔÏ ÐÌÁÙ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÔ 3ÁÍÁÎÔÈÁȭÓ ÈÏÕÓÅȟ ÁÌÏÎÇ 

with all the toys she bought for her.  BTW, this was a record 

adoption for Chris ɀ Socks was posted online on at 9pm on a 

Wednesday, and she was on her way home with her new family  

by 7pm on Thursday.  Thank you both, Chris and Samantha!   

 
 

 

CAT FACT: Cats are North Americaôs 

most popular pets: there are 73 

million cats compared to 63 million 

dogs. Over 30% of households in 

North America own a cat. 

 

 

WELCOME BACK !!    

We would personally like to welcome back our volunteer, Joan Taylor, of Delta, to the kitten 
adoption ring.  Joan suffered a broken hip last year, had two operations, and two re-hab periods ã 
but now she is back with us, healthy again, and able to handle caring for kittens  ã as you can see 
by her three adoptions below.  Love you, Joan!   

 

 



. . . can you believe it?  More kitten adoptions . . . . Woo-hoo!!  

 

Ŷ   Quincy is our foster mom, mostly for feral kittens, and 

since she had 12 kittens at the beginning of June, she was 

extremely busy finding homes for them ɀ but, as you can 

see by the following adoptions, she was quite successful.    

4ÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÏÎÅ ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÄÏÏÒ ×ÁÓ ÌÉÔÔÌÅ Ȱ"ÅÎÊÉȱ ×ÈÏ ÎÏ× ÈÁÓ Á 

loving, forever home with Eric and Beth in Montrose, 

Colo.  Benji is hard to see in this photo because Eric is 

holding him close ɀ a very good sign ɀ but you can see his 

ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ×ÈÉÔÅ ÐÁ×Ó ÏÖÅÒ %ÒÉÃȭÓ ÆÉÎÇÅÒÓȢ  7Å ÃÁÎ ÔÅÌÌ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 

smiles on their faces that Benji is destined to have a 

terrific family.  Thank you!  - be sure to send us photo 

updates as he grows!   

 

 

   There is just total happiness in this photo !  

1ÕÉÎÃÙȭÓ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÁÄÏÐÔÉÏÎ ×ÁÓ ÔÏ Megan and 

Charles of Montrose, Colo.  They opened their 

hearts to TWO kittens ɀ Ȱ2Ï×ÄÙȱ ÁÎÄ Ȱ3ÐÉÃÙȢȱ  7Å 

can just picture these two little ones running and 

playing together in their new home ɀ to watch 

them will be free entertainment for their parents.  

Thank you for considering two kittens for 

adoption ɀ you are a good-looking foursome!  Ÿ 

 

 

 

      Burgundy decided to adopt this little black and 

×ÈÉÔÅ ÃÕÔÉÅ ÁÎÄ ÎÁÍÅÄ ÈÉÍ Ȱ/ÎÙØȢȱ  3Ï ÔÈÁÔȭÓ Ω4 

adopted out by Quincy and out the door to a good 

home ɀ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÔÅÌÌ ÂÙ "ÕÒÇÕÎÄÙȭÓ ÓÍÉÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 

kisses given by Onyx that they are a good match.  Ÿ 

  

 

 

 


